
We Engage 4 Health is funded by a grant from the national 
Institutes of Health Science Education Partnership Awards.



I've had this 

skateboard for, what, 3-4 

years now? I sure don't remember 

it being so hot over here at the 

skate park.



Yo, Big Sam! 

What's up?

I'm trying to get some 

of that exercise Doc told me 

to work on, but it is 

just too hot!



You've got that right, man! 
Nobody wanted to come out here and 

skateboard with me today. The 
basketball court is empty too. 

But don't you think its hotter out here 

now than it was a few years ago?



Oh yeah, remember a whole row 

of big, shady trees over there? They all 

died out... some kind of tree disease? 

An insect I think!



Later on the front step…

Hey, Vito! You 

look beat!

Yeah, just got back from the park. 

I couldn't stay long in this heat. I wish 

all those shady trees hadn't died off 

over there. Why didn't the city plant 

new ones?



I'm glad my activities are 

indoors! We have air conditioning in 

the gym where I practice 

gymnastics and cheers.

That's good, but I like 

being outside, ya know? I 

wonder if anyone else is upset 

about this heat?



closed!

Hey, that reminds me 

of something…

Remember last month someone 

was at the community center 

with a survey? They were 

asking people how they felt 

about the grocery store 

closest to us closing 

down. 



People without cars were upset 

because now the closest store is too far 

to walk to… especially in the heat!

 I think they wanted to use the survey results 

to show the city and the grocery store 

owners what a problem it was.



Sure!

Hmmm. A survey. 

I can find out if other people 

can't do things they used to 

because of this heat, and if 

they're upset about it.

Maybe I can find some 

people who want to help work on 

the problem. Will you help me make 

a survey and give it out?



Later at the Community Center:

Here's your survey back, Vito. 

Amazing that you're trying to work on 

this heat island problem in your 

neighborhood!

Huh? Heat island? 

Like a palm trees and 

sand island? We don't 

have that here!



Ahhh, well I 
hear ya there! 

Ha! Sorry, I'm throwing around 

words from my research project! I'm 

Carter and I’m a faculty member at 

the university. 

I'm doing a research project on 

heat islands — urban areas that are 

hotter than the areas around them.



You know, I'm looking to involve the 

community in my research on heat 

islands. It's called "citizen science" when 

community members and scientists work 

together on research. 

What you're doing on 

your own here is citizen 

science too... you have a problem 

and you're gathering information 

to try and solve it! 



Anyway, the information from my 

project might help yours too. My project 

involves surveying the neighborhood for 

trees and green spaces. 

You've 

already noticed that 

places get hotter when shade 

trees are gone. Trees and green 

spaces can also help reduce 

air pollution! 



I'm having a meeting next 

week for people who might want to 

be part of the project... hope to 

see you there!

Sure thing!

Hmm. Will you 

have snacks? 

OK! I'll think 

about it.
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